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Mechanics online

Mechanics quizzes were created using WebCT and integrated into a first year physics unit
at Edith Cowan University in semester 1, 2003. The online environment allowed students to
attempt the quiz from home or university and to receive immediate detailed feedback upon
submission. Students were able to act on this feedback for a second attempt with a modified
version of the quiz.

Students who attempted the quizzes overwhelmingly believed that they were easy to access,
relevant to the unit content, improved their understanding of physics and helped them
develop problem solving skills. However, the participation rates were disappointing with
almost one quarter of all students not attempting any quizzes. These students achieved poor
overall grades in the unit.


