
Tiered mentoring: Engaging students with peers and professionals

Abstract

This paper reports on the benefits of a tiered mentoring program (TMP) for
upper year level students who were simultaneously involved as mentors of
first year students and mentees of professionals in their field of study.  The
TMP was trialled across three schools at Griffith University and involved 19
upper level undergraduates, 21 first year students, and 19 mentors from
relevant professional fields.  Results indicated that a range of benefits for the
upper level students from their dual mentoring experience.  Of particular
interest in the current study was whether the experience of being involved in
one tier of the mentoring relationship enhanced the experience of being
involved in the other tier.  Indeed, results indicated that this was the case.
Implications of the findings are briefly discussed.
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