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¢ Encourage a sense of exploration

@ Acquire concrete knowledge about the
country you are visiting

¢ Heighten curiosity about your own country

¢ Encourage reflection on your own culture
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i verind, mysel€ that it is 00ing Yo be amazing,
| 2 90ing ko meet S000 any new people,
e,vexy’t\n‘mg is 90ing to be exactly the same

when i O)e’t back. ..

Liso R




As Danielle writes:

How does one Cit their \ife
into 2 Cew \030)8?

So much will be left behind

— and not just clothes.




\t's veally confusing - you think,
Why can't | unction” Evexyc\n‘mg Seems so similar, we
speak the same language. | am perfectly capable of
c\o’mO) what | need to do here so why does it seem so
AifficUt?

Som’t\n‘mO) is missing but you don't know what it is.
Student in Canada




Exploration 1s a state of always being lost, because one 1s 1n
a new place.

Explorers carry with them ‘a sense of optimism about
surviving and finding their own way’.

Getting lost is about ‘the unfamiliar appearing’ where you
didn’t see 1t before.

When you get lost, ‘the world has become larger than your
knowledge of 1t’.

Getting lost is an opportunity for growth.

Rebecca Solnit, 4 field guide to getting lost
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You need to start by doing

some hasic research...
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Australian Government
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade —

Advancing the interests of Australia and Australians internationally

Home Issues Trade Countries and regions

Latest news

Future Unlimited video animates global
education campaign

[rade Minister holds talks with Mexican
counterpart

Foreign Minister to attend first G20
Forelgn Ministers' Meeting

Marles to meet Vanuatu Prime Minister

Australia condemns attacks against
Israeli diplomats in India and Georgia

Australia's response to Sn Lanka's LLRC

Repont
Escalating crisis in Sahel and Sudan

Trade Minister consults business
leaders on Asian Century
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Trade discussions with
Malaysia

6 Februany 2012

Dr Emerson meets with the Malaysian
Minister of International Trade and
Industry, Dato' Sri Mustapa Mohamed,
during trade discussions in Kuala
Lumpur.

» Speech; Keynote Address to the
Australia Malaysia Business Council
and the Malaysia Australia Business
Council

Trade

Travel advice Passports Visas
Connect
u Follow @DFAT on Twitter

DFAT videos on YouTube

EMERGENCY HELFPLINE
24 Hour Consular
Emergency Centre:
1300 555 135 within Australia

{local call cost) or +61 2 6261
3305 from outside Australia.

Air Australia cancellations

Australians affected by the
cancellation of Air Australia

sewices from Phuket, Denpasar |
and Hono hould get in h
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Viktor was 2 very inquisitive man... e made it his mission
to oet out 2\l the information | had on Australia... ranging
Crom what were some Camous Australian icons/celebrities/
Ybrands/foods; the metric system; the Australian dollar;
house prices; Awustralions average annua\ incone; the

distance between capita\ cities; the population and,
demographics; the weather. .. 2nd the list continues. ...

Wednesday, 25 April 2012



| 2m starting o suspect that I
Americans are not veally interested
in my version of Australia. |
They are more interested, in |
simp\ified, caricatures and nationa) b
symbols, that offer them 2 more
comfortable 2\beit conventionalised
version of Awstralia.

Photo ‘Australia for Dummies’ by Luke B.
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Insofar as I had accumulated... expectations
of Australia at all..., I had thought of it as
a kind of alternative southern California, a
place ot constant sunshine and the cheertul
vapidity of a beach lifestyle , but with a
slightly British bent — a sort of Baywatch with
cricket. ..

Bill Bryson, Down Under
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How well do you know
Australia?




I'e noticed many weivd, ’t\n‘mgs
2bout Americans and their
Slightly skewed perception of
Awustralia.

The Cirst ’t\n‘mg is the fact that
the kangaroo is the Cirst ’t\n‘ma)

that comes up in conversation.
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Photo by Semuthutan, 2007 .

Creative Commons license.

Original at http://www.flickr.com/photos/azriadnan/2120116682/
16
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The stereotypes 2bout Australia are so
apparent when people start asking you
auestions \ike do you have Kanoproos in
your backyard and other silly stuft like
that.

Aimericans ave very 0)u\\‘\\o\e and believe
aﬂy’t\n‘ma) you tel| them which can be Cunny

ot times,

Photo by Semuthutan, 2007 .

Creative Commons license.
Original at http://www.flickr.com/photos/azriadnan/2120116682/
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| don 't exactly represent the quintessential
Awstralian, but | of€er some diversity that
could potentially educate Americans 2bout
Awstraliz, and relieve some of the simplistic

views ’t\r\ey m‘w)\n’t have of us.

| think that 2 country is more than just the
image it projects, but sometimes the image
is 2\l people care to consider..

Photo, ‘Australia Day - Thai Style,” by gxdoyle, 2010.

Creative Commons license.

Original at http://www.flickr.com/photos/25792994@N04/5299579966/
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Photo, ‘and your point is?’ by monkeyc.net, 2006.
Creative Commons license.
Original at http://www.flickr.com/photos/monkeyc/111177412/

Photo, ‘kangaroo meat’ by Robert Schrader, 2012.
Creative Commons license.
Original at http://www.flickr.com/photos/robertschrader/6889104777/
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Relations with
Australia?

¢ What are the particular relationships or trade issues
between Australia and the country you will be visiting?

° Do we have many nationals from that country living in
Australia?

* Any particular ongoing cultural/historical/political/
economic relations?

* Is there any particular point about Australia which might
interest people in your host country?

* Any points of conflict or potential issues?

exercrSe
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Towards the end of orientation | et 2nd went to rmy Yoo 2nd
crashed, having not slept in nearly 4% hours.

When |12y down on the bed | was SHOCKED! The mattress wes
\iterally made out of some sort of plastic and wes sooo
uncomfortable. At this point | was sieep deprived, angry lonely and
really missed home 25 this was the first time | would be away From
my arvily €or so long,

| oy there freezing and trying to sleep thinking how am | going to
make it through the next three months. It was not 2 o)ooc\ ‘c‘ee\‘ww), \
had never Celt \ike this before, | just wanted, o 00 horve,

Sahil, USA
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My First week here was the worst. | didn't have an officia) orientation
so | had to walk around campus 2nd, discover everything on my own
(UCLA is 2 massive campus). | ad arrived on one of the coldest
days, 2nd my voom did not have \ne,a’t‘\m). \\oy 2wake in bed for most
of the V\‘w)\n’c ’t\n’m\c'ma) 2bout horee.

| guess prior to degarting | thought 14 2@‘( 2 reat bio warm welcorme
from the university, but sadly that did not happen! It's really quite 2
\ot more 4i€Ficult than | imagined, there's 2 \ot more independence
involved 2nd, i€ you need help you have to force yourself to ask for it.

| mean, veally this is 2 great experience but it's not €asy at 2ll. | can
sofely 52y that not everyone is cut out for exchanogel

Enily &. USA
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etting read
> fo arri\;éll

¢ Look at your host university's website

¢ Revisit what previous exchange students have had
to say about your host country

@ See ozstudentsabroad.com

¢ Email host university's International Ofhice - at
least you will know whether they are helpful or not!

¢ Plan on taking up at least familiar activities and
find out ahead of time how to do so!

pre-arrival

Wednesday, 25 April 2012 24
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't was 2n 2m2zing and, surrea) experience

to e driving 2 dog s\eAgc 2nd, racing
’t\n\'oug\z\ the 2rctic wildermess in
temperatures averaging negotive 5
dearees celcius. This inaoe represents
the sense of Creedom and, adventure
that - opVe e the confidence to
empark on adventures such a5 c\og
s\u\g’mg, snowmo‘o’\\'mg, toboopnning on
the Satzburg winter alympic track,
horse \-‘\c\'mg in \celand, 2nd, swr\orke\\‘ma) in
the crack between the Burasian and,
North American tectonic plates to
name ‘)us’t 2 Cew)

Man, 20\
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BULA FROM AT | realise that there are three things that are important
‘o ‘F’\')‘\ans; Kave, Quo)‘oy 2nd Church,

What surprised me 2t the beginning was that Islanders can be very shy especially
around, internationa) students. Many presume (and sometimes they are right)
thot the internationa| students are more thon happy to stay together and
they are shocked when you actually show interest that you went to do more
than just be 2cquaintances.

Sorve of the highlights of the exchange experience is the moment where you
transfer from being that Australian exchiange student to being part of the
oroup. And every tire that it has happened, it has been while doing one of the
three things mentioned above.

Katie, G‘\‘)'\
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a taste

|
" or diScovery

encountering the new & the unexpected g °
getting lost P
but that doesn’t mean you don’t v
need to plan ahead — e s
Y
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a taste

devel
“SoF diScovery

1. Write down five to ten things you would put on
your ‘must do’/bucket list for your exchange
destination getting lost.

exercirse

28
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develolpm § a taste
discovery
1. Write down five to ten things you would put on

your ‘must do’/bucket list for your exchange
destination getting lost.

2. Group: Write a bucket list for visitors to <y
Australia. Provide them with a realistic & o
balanced overview of Australian society, |
culture & way of life.

exercirse

29
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develolpm § a taste
discovery
1. Write down five to ten things you would put on

your ‘must do’/bucket list for your exchange
destination getting lost.

2. Group: Write a bucket list for visitors to <y
Australia. Provide them with a realistic & o
balanced overview of Australian society, ,
culture & way of life.

3. Review your own bucket list in light of the ———~_ &+

one prepared for incoming visitors.

exercirse

30
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Sorvetimes | feel guitty that | am spending too much time with the
other intemationa\ students and thevefore | am wissing out on other
cultura) experiences.

Then | realise that spending time with the other intermational
students, who are mostly From the USA can be 2t times more of 2
cultural experience than hanging out with friends who live in Suve.

\'ve \earnt so much 2bout Amexicans while | am here. Some of them \
\ove 2nd, others are so different Srom me in their attitudes and a)oa\s
Cor their time in G'v)'\.

Katie B, G’r)'\
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\'ve ac’tua\\y \oegun 2 \ist of crazy ’t\n'moys
other internationa) students have said.

At the top of my list, and my current
Cavourites, are “is Wales in New
222ond " 2nd “Katie, why don't you
\ave 2n Awstralian accent?’ (stil
don't understand what accent they
think | have).

Katie B, G'r)'\

Photo by Leonard J. Matthews, 2010.

Creative Commons license.
Original at http://www.flickr.com/photos/mythoto/4306328650/
32
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Thank you' .




Exploration
pre-departure workshop

T'he Bringing the Learming Home Team: Jan Gothard
(Murdoch), Greg Downey (Macquarie), & 'lonia
Gray (Wollongong).

'The BLLI H Students at all three institutions.

For more information: ozstudentsabroad.com or
http://www.tlc.murdoch.edu.au/project/btlh/

: MBI‘mgmg the

learning home
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With the exception of the Commonwealth Coat of Arms, and where otherwise noted, all
material presented 1n this document is provided under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0
Australia licence (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/byv/3.0/au/).

The details of the relevant licence conditions are available on the Creative Commons website
(accessible using the links provided) as 1s the full legal code for the CC BY 3.0 AU licence
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/au/legalcode).

Requests and inquiries concerning these rights should be addressed to:

Office for Learning and Teaching
Department of Industry, Innovation, Science, Research and Tertiary Education

GPO Box 9880, Location code N255EL10
Sydney NSW 2001

learningandteaching@deewr.gov.au
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